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Nome. XL: 


~The Prompter. 
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To be Continued Turespays and Fripays. 





Lent I wou'd, twere Mine 
To skreen you from the Storm, that’s gather'd round you: 
But I, unblefs'd with Pow'r, can only with; ------ 
And wonder why the Stkonc have feeble Wills! 





FATAL EXTRAVAGANCE. 





Fripay, Marcu 28. 1735. 





€® HAD defign’d, for this Day’s En- 
em tertainment, a Subject of a light- 
er Nature than That which gaye 
Occafion to the following Letter : 
But, it is our Dury to lay afide 
Diverfion and Humour, however 
delightful to ourfelves, when we 

mm ese. are call’d upon to take into Confi- 
deration, the Wrongs, or Afflictions, of Orhers. 





THE Parliament feeming difpofed to lend a 
compaffionate Ear to thefe unhappy Exiles from Hope ; 
There innocerit Slaves, in a Land of Liberty, I wou'd 
not do. them the Irijuftice, to poftpone to a farther 
Day the Publication of any Plea, from which a Caufe, 
that deferves to fucceéd, may derive the Benefit, 
which muff be with’d it, by EYery Man, of Rea/on, 
or Humanity. 


Ta the Author of the Prompter. 


Fleet Prifon, March 24. 1734. 


STR, 
“ 7 OUR Prompter, N°. 36. has fet forth the 
s Miferies of unhappy Debtors in fo clear a 


“ Light, and recommended their Cafe with fo per- 
“¢ fuative an Eloquence and Strength of Reafon, that 
 @ {mall Addition will make it the beft and moft 
“ finifh’d Piece that ever appeared upon that melan- 
“* choly, tho” neceflary Subjeét : I wou’d therefore 
“ propofe, by way of Supplement to, that excellent 
on a fhort Eftimate of the Number of Pri- 
“© foners at tliis time confin’d, and the Expexce which 
** that Confinement, fo long as it Continues, muft 
“ neceflarily bring upon the Nation. 


o. 


“ Tue Number of Prifoners, confin’d for Debt, 
“ throughout the Kingdom (according to the beft 
“ Computations that cou’d be made) are from 12, 
* to 15000. 


© Suppostnc the Number conftantly confin’d in 
“ Prifon not to exceed 12000, atid that they have 
* been put to all the Expences attending Arretts, 
Spunging-Houtes, Civility-Moncy to Bailiffs, and 
“ Gaolers, Writs of Habeas Corpas to remove from 
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one Prifon to another, Surrenders “< 5s. &h 
in Difcharge of Bail, Commitments, . 
Tipftaffs, and Gaolers, Fees, -toge- 

ther with Attornies Bills of Cofts, 

in defending Suits that are fome- 

times uzjuftly commenced again{t 

Prifoners ; which Expence cannot 

be computed at lefs, within the 

Compafs of a Year, than 20 /. each, 

and being a Charge upon 12000 | 
Prifoners, is - - - 240,000 0G 


< PLAINTIFFS feldom find, by their 
Attornies Bills of Cofts, that they 
can charge a Debtor in Execution 
ata lefs Expence than 1 /, Some 
Prifoners are charged in Execution 
by four or five of their Creditors : 
But, let it be flippofed that three of 
them orily have gone to that unne- 
ceflary Expence, in charging one 
Prifoner, which, among 12000, is 540,000 0 0 





780,009 0 O 


“ THE above is a Computation of the Expencs 
which the Debtors now in Prifon, and their Cre- 
ditors, have already been put to, on account of 
Law-Charges only ; but it is probable, thac more 
than Ha/f of the Sum is annually fpent by Pri- 
foners and their Creditors, and there- 

fore no more is to be brought to i. a 
the annual Account, than - + ~ 390,000 00 


“* SupposING that 12000 Prifoners, 
one with another, expend in Chaz- 
ber Rent, and in providing the com- 
mon Neceffaries of Life, 151 a 
Year each, which will amount, per 
Annum, to - - - 180,000 0 o 








470,000 0 @ 


“ Tr Two Thirds of the Prifoners, 
viz. 8060, afé maitied, and; one 
with another, have two Chil- 
dren each, then 24000 innocent 


Perfons become involved in the 
* Ruioa 
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Brought over a 2 Ba 470,000 0 0 
% Ruin of the Prifoners (however 
% unconcern’d in the Caufe) who 
“ muft be 4 Charge upon the Pub- 
“ lick, at the Rate of ¢/. each per 

Annum, which will amount to - 


ee 


“ Every Man in the Kingdom, 
“ who is not a Vagrant, is eftimated to 
“ be worth to the Publick, by his La- 
“ bour and Induftry, at the Rate of 
“ 11 1. per Annum, which, among 
“¢ 12000 Prifoners, is a Lofs to. the | 
“ Publick, each Year - = - 132,000006 


“ Upon a reafonable Eftimate, it 
“¢ will be fourd, that there are above 
“ 10000 Sailors, and Manufacturers, 
“ at this time in Foreign Countries, all 
“ of them Fucirives for Dest, 
“ who will not return, until they are 
“< freed from the Apprebenfions of be- 
“ing thrown into aGaol : The Lofs 
“ which the Publick fuftains, by their 
“ being out of the Kingdom, at 11 /. 
“ 4 Man, is, annually, - + «= - 110,060.00 





932,000 0 O 


* Tr may not be improper here, to confider, that 
“ one of our Fugitives may teach ten Spaniards the 
“ Art of Navigation ; a another may improve as 
« many French Men in manufacturing our Wool, 
“ and in the other Manufactures of this Kingdom, 
“ the ill Effects whereof have too manifeftly ap- 
“ pear’d already; therefore, if by fome Means or 
“ other, our Fugitives be not induced to return, it 
“ will be impoffible t6 make an Eftimate of the ill 
‘© Confequences to our Trade and Navigation. 


“ Wuar Pity it is, that fo great an annual Sum 
as 932,000/. fhould be expended in exflaving oar 
“ Fellow Subjects; which, if applied another way, 
<* would er contribute to the Prefervation of 
“ the Liberties: of MANKIND; a Purpofe much 
“ more noble than raifing Eftates for Attorneys, 
“ Bailiffs, and Gaolers, out of the Ruins of a poor 
<¢ Man’s bad Fortune, and enriching Foreigners at 
“ the Expence of the Trade and Navigation of this 
“ Kingdom, which furely ought to be ferioufly con- 
“ fider’d, and have its due Weight, in Difcharge of 
“© the Gaols, and calling Home our Fugitives. 


“ Every Man is fatisfied, that the imprifoning of 
“ Mens Per fons for Debt, is always a Lofs to the Pxb- 
“ Jick, and generally to the Creditors, but then fome 
“€ are afraid, that it Men be debarr’d the Privilege of 
“imprifoning without Mercy or End, they will not 
* give Credit, as they do now; the Confequence of 
“© which will end in confining Trade to a few Hands, 
“ which muft in agreat meafure deftroy private Cre- 
“ dit: If this Objection fhou’d have any Influence, 
“ weneed only turn our Eyes to our Neighbours in 
*€ Holland, and there the direct contrary will appear. 


“ True and ufeful Credit confifts im the good 
© Opinion which one Man has of another ; this induces 
*< the Merchant who has more Goods upon his Hands 


“ than he can fell for Ready-Money, to apply to 4 
“ Wholefale Dealer, of whom he has a good Opinion. 
“ to take all, or part of thofe Goods, and to pay 
“ him in fix, nine, or twelve Months. This Whole- 
“ fale Dealer has a good Opinion of fome Retailers 
« Artificers, or Manufacturers, who are to fell, work 
“ up, or modify thofe Goods, and difpofes of them to 
“ thofe Perfons, to be paid at a certain Time, as they 
“ €an agree, and the Retailers or Artificers, upon the 
“ fame good Opinion, difpofe of them to the Cen. 
“ fumers or Exporters, and they commonly have Time 
“¢ ‘given them forPayment. All this is done without any 
val View at the time the Credit is given, of imprifoning 
“ the Body of the Debtor ; becaufe, upon Esquire 
“ it will be found, that the Seller generally follicits 
“ and importunes the Buyer to take his @eods, and be 
“ his Cuftomer ; and it can’t be fuppos’d that any 
“¢ Man wou’d importune another to take his Goods, if 
“« he had the leaft Apprehenfion of being paid with 
“ the Pleafure of feeing his Debtor beg for Bread thro’ 
“ an Iron Grate, and of paying his Attorney’s Bill of 
“ Cofts for carrying him thither: Therefore this 
“ fort of Credit cannot be prejudic’d by an 4Aé of 
¢ Infolvency, or by any Law that may reftrain Mew 
<¢ from ARRESTING one another; becaule, {0 long 
“ ‘as Men conceive a good Opinion of each other, fo 
“ Jong will private Credit continue, and no longer. 


“ THe Credit that is given to indigent, or extra- 
“ vagant Perfons, in lending Money, or felling 
“ Goods, is always given with a View to Extortion, 
“ fometimes to the Amount of 20 @r 30 pet Cent.— 
“< Creditors of this Stamp cannot pretend to have 
<¢ any Countenance from the Legi/lature, becaufe they 
“ deferve Puni/hment more than Payment ; and when 
** fuch Practices are proved in the Courts of Juftice, 
“ they are gerierally rewarded in the moft proper 
“¢ Manner. 


“ N o other Credit remains to be accounted for, 
“ but what is given to the Land-holders, Farmers, and 
“ other Tenants, by their refpective Landlords. —It 
“¢ muft be obferv’d, for the Honour of the Nobility 
“ and Gentry of Exgland, that their Good-Nature in 
“ forbearing, or Oeconamy in fecuring their Tenants 
“ Effects, is fuch, that very few Perfons are confin’d 
“* upon that Account ; therefore, an AG of Infol- 
“ vency, or Of preventing the Imprifonment of Mens 
“ Bodies, cannot affect Tuts Credit. 
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“ Ir is objected by fome, that fo great a Number 
“ of Prifoners as are at prefent confin’d, ought not to 


“ be difcharged, for fear they fhou’d find Means of 
“ running in Debt, and of becoming Infolvent again. 


“ Tuts is an Objection without a Foundation, 
“ becaufe Perfons who have experienc’d the Cala- 


“ mities of a Prifon, will take more Care to avoid - 


“ the Way that /eads to it than others. And upon 
s Examination it will be found, that there are not 
“ ten Perfons, at prefent, confin’'d for Debt within 
“ the Bills of Mortality, who were difcharged, among 
“fo many Thoufands, by the late Infolvent Ad, 
“ about Seven Years ago. We are, Sir, 


Four Oblig’d Humble Servants, 





Several Prifoners in the Fleet. 
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Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater nofler Row : 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 


taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had, 
{ Price Two-Pewe. | 
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